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QUOTATIONS FROM GEORGE MOSSE’S WORKS

WAR
Fallen Soldiers, p.0s:

War as a communal experience was
perhaps the most seductive part of
the Myth of the War Experience,
enabling men to confront and tran-
scend death, and the idealized
common soldier was an indispen-
sable part of this myth, as well as
an example of the new man who
would redeem the nation.

FASCISM

Nazi Culture, p.xxiv:

In the world that industrialism had
produced, the individual was alien-
ated not only from his society, but [
also from his rational nature. This
was the all-encompassing prob-

lem, and Sorel as well as Le Bon POPULAR CULTURE HIMSELF

envisioned the specter of awildir- 001 interview with GM by
rationality, which had to be di- Irene Runge & Uwe Stelbrink, p. 11:
rected by a leader into positive, The things that Adorno and

COzStruCtlZf Cha?nﬁl_s """ Hlﬂerhs Horkheimer wrote about National
understanding of this approac Socialism can make your hair stand

enablesl him to take the ?;d o on end. They understood nothing
POWEr In 2 nation ravaged by CrISes ,p ¢ popular culture.... they con-

Confronting History, p.4

“Why then write this book?...The
phrase “Life and Times” has been
overused in the biographies of the
last century, but it must neverthe-
less be true of a life which encom-

h. -vanished life styl
and defeat. sidered mass culture a form of op- passes the now-vanished life style
. . of the German Jewish wealthy and
Toward the Final Solution, p.xiii: pression and stultification. established middle class, a sudden
Racism needed a secular base such exile, a rude political awakening, an

as the Enlightenment or modern ~ LEFT WING INTELLECTUALS  immersion in the life—and even to
nationalism in order to overcome some extent in the politics—of the
the implications of the Christian . American Middle West.”
. . The important search for a new
meaning of baptism and conver- : a despit Rl C o L
. o society continues despite past fail-
sion, for the racially inferior must R pre p onfronting History, p.219

be locked into place and all escape ures and the hitherto insoluble “The issues of the Third Reich were

routes closed. dilemmas that are intrinsic in this . large in my consciousness, a part

attitude to man, the world, and of my personal transformation from

Germans and Jews, p.225

society. the irresponsibility of youth, a past
LIBERAL DOCTRINE which had to be faced. I had rejected
Germans & Jews, p. 174: the worlds of my past and had
[Pragmatism] is the shirking of sought to transform myself, but in
thought dressed up as doctrine. my anxieties, fears, and restlessness, I

was still a child of my century.”

You Had To Be There: George Mosse Finds Himself In History is a publication of the George L. Mosse Program in History
(http:/ /mosseprogram.wisc.edu/). Copyright 2014 Nick Thorkelson. Thanks to Martin Janal, Joan Wallach Scott, and David Wagner.



You HAP To BE THERE

GEORLGE MOSSE FINpG HIMSELF IN HISTOR Y

LEORLE MOS%E'S LECTURES WERE WILDPLY POPULAR WHEN | WAS A $TUPENT AT THE
UNIVERSITY OF WI9coNZIN IN THE EARLY 19605%.

ALL THESE PECFLE

WANT T2 LEARN ABOUT

EURCPEAN CULTURAL
HIToRY 7

o=
IN 196%% WHEN T FIRSGT BY 1966, WHEN T T20K MY SECOND MoS5E
(| TooK A cLASS WITH Mes%E, COURSE, THE ANTI-WAR MOVEMENT HAD TAKEN
HE LIKED T2 TEA%E HI% OFF, ANV MoSSE WAS TEASING
|| STUDENTS FROM THE LEFT.
" THE MARXISTS SAY |
THAT ONLY WAR ZAN 50LVE |

U% FROM THE RIGHT.

I KNoW ALL
YoU STUPENTS ARE
LONLING FOR A MA%9%
MOVEMENT.

LET Me

v e e B T
THE END OF THE LREAT LI MOVEMENT.

WHEN T WAS A

CALLOW YOUTH IN
BERLIN, T WENT T2 A
NAZI RALLY Te JEER
AT ‘12'4‘.25 STUFIP

DEPRESSIONT =
_ ( WorLD WAR 2.
)~

=
=

HITLER WAS
SPEAKING! THE
THRILL oF THIZ
MAN'S cHARISMA, THE
THRILL oF THE MA9%
ENERLY WAS 90
4REAT-

BY THE ENV T
AM 2cREAMING KILL
\ THE JEW%!

(T RESIST THE TEMPTATION 10 TRY ANV REPROVUCE PHONETICALLY MOS%E'S UPPER cLASS
ANGLO-GERMAN ACCENT— THE BOOMING AUTHORITATIVE VOICE OF AN I18TH CENTURY EVANLELICAL
PREACHER - YoU HAV 10 BE THEREY)

WORP% AND FILTURES BY NICK THORKELSON ¢ EPITEP BY PAUL BUHLE ANP JOHN TORTORICE




THE HISTZRIAN JOAN WALLACH $coTT,
WHZ WORKED FOR Mo99€E A% A
TEACHING A9519TANT, RECALLS THAT
THE TEASING cOULD BE RELENTLESS.

M55 WALLACH!
WHAT ARE you
P2oING IN 4RAPUATE
GeHool7

PIPN'T YoU REAVP
MARTIN LUTHER'S
APMONITION T2

KINPER!

PAY Mg A
PoLLAR 4
T'LL TELL Yo,

/‘ “T WoULD 4ET EURIOUS,
BUT RQUIcKLY T LEARNED
T2 TEASE BACK, 4 THAT
HAZ 9ERVEP ME WeLL.”

HERE'S YoUR
MoNEY. WHAT'S
THE 4055IF7

NATURALLY T0 A MIScHIEVOUS
CHILP 2F PRIVILELE WHe AIREW

TEASING, IRONY; AMBIVALENCE, /J)JU'
CONTRARINESS- ALL CAME j ﬂ g
UF 10 BE A MULTIPLE g

A Jew IN

A LAY MAN
LERMANY IN THE
STRAILHT

MIDWEST

LEORLE LACHMANN Mo5%E

WAZ BORN IN 1918 INTZ ONE OF
LERMANY'S MoST PROMINENT JEWISH
FAMILIES. HIS 4ARANPFATHER RUPOLF
MoS%E HADP cREATED EURCPE'S FIRST
MCPPERN AP AZENcY 94 ONE OF
LERMANY'S LEAPING NEWSFAPERS, THE

[T g st

gauna@&' aeblall

ond ol els- 2 eitung

LIBERAL, POWERFUL, RIcH,
4 JEWISH, THE Mo95ES WERE
EVERYTHING THE NAZ|Z VESFIZED.




BUT AT THE BELINNING OF LEORLE'S LIFE,
OPPOSITION T0 THE TALEBLATT CAME urr&l_\

FROM THE RI4HT BUT FROM THE LEFT.

PURINA THE 1919 REVOLUTION THE SPARTACIST
LEALUE 0ccUPIEV THE PAPER, HOFINAG TO
SHUT IT POWN. RUPOLF SENT HIS SoN—-IN-~
LAWY, 4EORALE'S FATHER HANS, TC NE4OTIATE
WITH SPARTACIZT LEAPER RoA LUXEMBURA.

WHILE HANS 9 ROSA PEBATEV THROULH THE
NI4HT, THE PAPER WAZ PRINTED 4
PELIVEREPV.

,m;:.z

HERBERT

i/ MARCUSE.
y& ¥

Y
REVOLUTIONARY
Buy A
TALEBLATTY

HANG MoZ9E ALWAY S FAIV
RoO%A LUXEMBUR L WAS

-

o

THE Mo%T FASCINATING
WOMAN | EVER MET.

¥

WHAT DoES THAT TELL U% |
ABOUT LEORLE'S MOTHERT

HAN% | RUDOLF | FELICIA | 4EORLE

BEAUTIFUL, INGECURE, TEMPERAMENTAL, &

ARG

THE Mes%E%’
WCoUNTRY
HOUGE" AT
ScHENKENDPORF

REMoTE, FELICIA MO9%E PISTINAKISHED
HERSELF IN 4EORLE'S MEMORY
CHIEFLY A% THE PERSECUTOR OF
THE 4OVERNESS “MI$% $2UIRE,”
HI% FAVORITE
IN THAT VAST
HOUZEHOLPD,

4
I

i |'. (]
wr T

-y

SERVANTS WERE
ZRUCIAL T2 THE
Mo5%€e5.

HE LATER SAIV MI9%
SRUIRE EXEMPLIFIED THE
“BEST QUA Kg& ITRA 119~

N
SPEECH,
INNER
FORTITUPE,
OPENNESS-NHIcH
PREVISFPOSEV

BEFORE |19%7%,

MY MoTHER HAD

NEVER PRESSEV /X
HERSELF.

MI%% SQUIRE WAZ AN IRISH RQUAKER FROM
BELFA9T. WHEN 4EORLE VISITED HER LIVELY
FAMILY IN 1928, HE EXPERIENCED THE
WANNIE HALL” $PLIT 9cREEN, BUT WITH
JEWS 4 cHRI4TIANS REVERZEP.

LEORLE TO
EMBRACE RQUAKER
EVUCATORS ANV THE
CHRISTIAN WORKERS
MOVEMENT LATER
IN LIFE.



I'M

1% THIS

) SBILPUNG” [ e > | | FECULARIZM ' wiiaT you
MoNE |\ Tx.e, secr-| went Ace AT AGE 1%
FOR 1% CULTIVATION,\ o\ ToK 7 /o b LEORLE DELIVED
FART, e 7 Ay hem s ¢
RATIONALITY. FATHER TooK

HIM T2 A
NEI4HBORHIOD
OF POOR Plous
JewisH
IMMIGRANTS.

Y - 5 g p7o= ]
S l ' AND ALS2 A CERTAIN
. b NAIVE & DOLMATIC
IV 4‘%" APMIRRD BOLSHEVIK it
P AUPAUTY
EXEMPLIFIED | | OF THE THXEDD]

THE VALUES U99R, &

OF THE INV]
AYGIMILATED SOVIET
4LERMAN DIPLeMAT
JEWISH T2 HIS

HAUTE
PourRenisle: PARTIES.

MEANWHILE THE NAZ| PAPERS
WERE PORTRAYING HANSG THUSLY :

Deredle Spender

ACTUALLY
HAP MANY
FINE ANTI-
MILITARIST
4 AN‘T’I-%AZ |

LacboaaMusss :.a = mer proiimen Al Froslse e drare Bawmt meek wipe

= des bungondem Kriogeafore gebiven "

THE Bl4 $FPENVER: VT DoON'T WANT T2
BE A PROFITEER. T WILL 4IVE THIS
TREE'S FRUIT T2 WAR VICTIMS.

THE LIFE 9 TIMES 4 WORK OF LEORLE MO5%E ARE HAUNTED BY THE REAULIZATION THAT THERE
WAS NOTHING IN THE 4ERMAN JEWISH WORLP VIEW-NOTHINAG IN BILPUNG, LIBERALISM, THE
HERITALE OF THE ENLIAHTENMENT-THAT coULD coOMPREHEND, LET ALONE RESIST, THE
JULALERNAUT OF FAZCIFM.



A% THE NAZIS' $TAR ROSE IN THE EARLY
19304, THE MO%%E% FOUND THEMSELVES
INCREASINALY IN A STATE OF SIELE.

LEORALE WAS SPAREVD THE WoRST OF
THE TERR?R, HAVING BEEN SHIPFED
OFF IN 1928 T2 THE YALEM 9cHoolL oN
THE SHORE OF LAKE £ONSTANCE.

KURT HAHN,
THE HEAPMASTER, |9
AN OLD, 2 = Vel

RY

NATURE WoRSHIP, PRUS%IAN PI9cIPLINE, ¢ ANTI-
COSMOPOLITANIZM SEEMEDP T2 MARK SALEM A% A
NAZ| TRAINING 4ROUND, BUT IN FACT 119 LEAPERS
OFPPOZED THE NAZI|%. THE SALEM IPECLOLY WAZ
AUTHORITARIAN 4 NATIONALIST BUT NoT RACIST.

Mo5%E, & THEN IT SAVED HIM.

[ AUTHORITARIANIGM ALMoST PooMED

WHEN HI%
FAMILY FLEP
LERMANY IN
19%%, THE
ScHool
INSISTEDP
LEORLE STAY |
T2 FINISH H|
EXAMS.

BUT WHEN THE NAZI|S PECREED THAT, oN
APRIL 1, JEWS WoULY NEEP A SPECIAL
FPERMIT To LEAVE LERMANY, Mo499E TooK THE
LAST FERRY T0 WITLERLANY ON MARCH 3.

939666 AWWAYS ¢REPITED THE )
HoolL WITH TEACHING HIM SELF-
PIZ<IPLINE, THOULH HE ALZ¢ ZAIP

IT TooK HIM YEARS 10 UNLEARN

THE ANTI-POLISH 4 ANTI-FRENCH
PREJUDICES HE ACRUIRED THERE.)

| RN

S -

=
%0 YOURE A W

Mo55E7 ) siimie e

i HAVE T2 LET




EXILE BROKE UF THE FAMILY. ON THE ADVICE OF IN 1937 HE WENT To0

HAN% 4 FELICIA WENT THEIR MI$% SRUIRE, MOS%E CAMBRIVLE UNIVERSITY
SEPARATE WAYS 4 THEIR ATTENDED THE QUAKER 4 40T T2 ATTEND
¢HILPREN ATTENPED BOOTHAM ScHool IN : TRAVELYAN'S LECTURES.
GeHOOLS IN SWITZERLAND YORK, WHERE HE
4 THE UK. DEVOURED THE NOVELS
OF AUZTEN, PICKENS, 4
HERE'S AN THE BRONTES, A9 WELL
IPEA: KURT HAHN A% 4.M. TREVELYAN'S
HAD T0 LEAVE ) HISTORY OF ENGLAND.

4LERMANY, & NoW HE
HAS A NEW ScHool

I'VE HAD
ENOULH
CHARACTER-
BUILPING,
PAD. T'P LIKE

=

" HI4HLY
PISAP P2INTINA!

=H ENALAND CERTAINLY LOOKED
BUT TREVELYAN PIP ___| LIKE WEAK TEA AT THIZ P2INT. EoR MoS%E'S
PFFER HELFFUL APVIcE. L LENERATION
THESE BUT MAYBE ANTIEAE *M
s NAZI5 ARE THAT'S AT 1T WA? A FAckep
SHOULDN'T UNDOUBTEDLY WILL TAKE T2 SNIE, 4 THE
JATHER ROULH FINISH OFF catlille LAl
SHOULD FHGTOMERS. FTALIN, BATTLE LINES:
STUDY IN — A POPULAR
AMERIZA. D FRONT WITH
you Sl GoVIET
WISH To = SUPPORT
ek | kG,
HeTeRy . - MAN" ALAINGT
MoS%E? i THE cOMBINEDP
W\ ForRcES OF
> \ EURCFEAN
o — M|/ ut you g
Jrzh | B'e TN, |4
‘) i . v & PeOPLE BECOME | LoVERNMENT
~ A g (N (A JOURNALIF TS, REMAINED
ENALAND 1 i —» N NOT HISTORIANS! / NEUTRAL.

FINISHED.

THE PECIZION To
RELOCATE WAS MAPE
FOR HIM, AT ANY

ANY\WAY,
T DoN'T

IF T
5&%’&%&’5&? 40 BACK 10 I$ A SAFE
WHILE HE WAS EN4LLAND T'LL PLACE
VISITING THE 4.%. \ BE AN ENEMY | FOR JEWS.

~

! i\l\\\.‘rﬂl = - — f _
YT o9dd @ 00 oo g L =
e e T MAYBE I cAN FIND

s ( ANICE QUAKER coLLELE o |




WHILE AT HARVARV Mo%%E FELL
IN LOVE WITH ALLEN, A JEWISH

AFTER HAvgzmer MOS%E PID HIS |

LRADUATE $TUPIES AT HARVARD COMMUNIST FROM PETROIT.
UNIVERSITY.
9 . THEIR %J'J;’amgz,
A | FRIENDSHIP THORKELSON,
NO COURSES IN A PIM VIEW THE SAME
MARXISM OF THE BOOKSTORE.
- COMMUNISTS, BUT SHE 15

- A WHOM HE LONG 4LONE,

BLAMED FoR | %0 T LAN'T A4K
%0 MOYYE JOINED A 4ROUP RUINING - HER ABOUT
THAT TRAVELEVD AcR0%% ALLEN'S LEORLE o4
TOWN T2 M.I.T., WHERE ALLEN.)
MATHEMATICIAN PIRK
STROUT WAS LEAPING A . :
MARXIST $TUVY 4ROUP. - @ @

WHEN HE VISITED PETROIT

ONE SUMMER WHILE ALLEN

WAS WORKING AT THE UAW
BOOKSTORE, MOS9E WAS
APPALLEPD BY THE cULT-LIKE
RQUALITY ¢F FARTY LIFE.

LROUP, o LATER FINLERED Mos9E
T0 HUACK FOR PARTICIPATING IN IT.

[ S HOUSE UNAMERIZAN ACTIVITIES cOMMITTEE

AT THE UNIVERZITY OF WI9<coNZIN FROM
1995 ON, HE BELAN T2 SHIFT HI% Focls 1o
SUBJECT MATTER MORE cLO%ELY ALIANED
WITH HI9 PERSONAL HISTORY.

TEACHING AT THE UNIVERSITY oF ToWA

FROM 1944-195%, MoS%E PUBIGHED STUPIES
OF THE PROTESTANT REFORMATION 4
ENGUISH cONSTITUTIONAL LAY,

IN 1948 He H
THREW -'

(74
HIM%ELF INTe
THE HENRY
WALLACE
PRESIPENTIAL
CAMPAIAN,
WHIcH APPED
120 THE
PANZER OF
HI% BEINAG
REV-BAITEPD,

- Y
BUT THE UNIVERATY

G100V BY HIM, &+ HE
WEATHEREPD THE

HI% ENCOUNTERS IN THE 19604 WITH
THE MADISON NEW LEFT FOCUSED
HIM ON THE IMPORTANCE 2F HIZ
LERMAN-JEWISH IPENTITY WITHIN
THIS NEW SET OF cONCERNS.

BUT Mo55E'S WARMTH FOR THE
NEW LEFT HAP |TZ LIMITS.
THIZ

cLA%% |9 NOT
CANCELLED, YOU'RE
BEHAVING LIKE

NAZ! 9ToRM
TROOPERS!

N JEWS EMBRACED “BILPUNG” IN
AFUTILE ATTEMPT T2 FIT IN WITH
OUR SOCIETY.

( WE 4LERMA

THESE cHILPREN

OF THE coLlP WAR
WANT T2 USE IT Te
CHANLE SocIETY !




WHAT WAS VISTINCTIVE ABPUT Mos4E’% TAKE ON FASZIGM ANY THE NAZIZZ

ORI4ING

NAZ| IPEOLOLY, PESFITE 1T
ANTI-MOPERNISM, LOOKED
THE LONGING ON 2
FOR A HAPPY & EVERAL
HEALTHY WORLD cAN PISTINCTLY
BE TURNED T2 AN END | MOPERN TRENPS.
NOT CONTEMPLATED
AT THE BEAINNING.

WRITING
THIS BooK [TOWARD
THE FINAL $2LUTIZON]

EMPATHY

Mo49%E FELT THIZ WA THE
HISTORIAN'G FIRST RESFONSIBILITY, AND
INGISTED THAT YOU HAD 10 LooK AT
FA%<I5M FROM THE INSIPE QUT T2

UNDERSTAND IT.

STARTING POINT: MAN MusT
FASCIGM OFFERS A | ( 9TEF OUT OF HIZ
$oLUTION T0 THE WORKGHOF |
LONELINESS oF

INPUSTRIALIZED

HUMANITY.

HA% BEEN LIKE

WALKING ON A FAULTY
RoPE BRIVALE OVER
AN ABYS%.

A
A\ by
‘ AT R
HITLER'S RACIST

NATIONALIGM
FROVIPED Lﬂgkdx

- _’/

JAT A

APVENTUR
ZOMMUNITY,
SPECTACLE
PLACE OF
ALIENATION
(LEAVING ALONE
MORE TENAcIoUZ
RUALITIES LIKE
PRIVATE PROVERTY
AND BOURLEO\S
PPWER).

‘AND
IN

— |

EMPATHY SULLESTS BEING ABLE T2 HOLP oFFe4IN4
VIEWS SIMULTANECUSLY. A% A TOURIST IN I9RAEL 4 THEN
A% A LECTURER AT HEBREW UNIVERZITY, MoS%E WAS
SURPRIZED T2 FIND HIS LIFELONZA ANTI-NATIONALISM

& STEREOTYPES. ENOULH.

SHAKEN BY THE EMOTIONAL APPEAL OF THE “JEWISH HOME.” ) INHIS
4 BooKg
ISRAEL'SG STURDY, | BUT, EVER THE | N HE WAS
SELF~-cONFIPENT “NEW CONTRARIAN: / ABLE 10
JEWS,” REJECTING THE | SPELL OUT
HUMILIATING INTERNAUIZED BIE TRABLE THEMES oF
ANTI-SEMITISM OF EUROPEAN # & X SEXUAL
JEWRY, EMBRACE INSTEAV [ W\TH YoU, 4EORLE, | POLITICS
THE YAME oLD TIRED you W';T LoVvE THE THAT
MIPDPLE-CLASS IPEALS JEWIZH FEOFLE

HISTORY TOOK LEORLE MoS5E BY
ZURFRIZE IN THE ENPV.

! BEST oF ALL
HE WA% ABLE
T2 ENP LIFE

HOW cAN ;
ONE LOVE AN

4
65
[ ENTIRE PECPLE,
SE RATHER THAN
£ INPIVIPUALS7

IN AN OPENLY
SECURE

4 LOVING
RELATIONSHIF

Loov JoB!
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pVli®esse Fest 20 ¥4
¢ ’ 2 Fanee ;
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2=DAY EVENT & ONLINE COURSE PREVIEW

NOVEMBER 17-18, 2014
7.00-8.30 PM
THE FLUNQ CENTER, 601 UNIVERSITY AVE.
MADISON, WI

CO-SPONSORED BY.
CONTINUING STUDIES, UW=-MADISON LIBRARIES
UW CENTER FOR JEWISH STUDIES
MOSSEPROGRAM.WISC.EDU



